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Introduction from the Chair and Vice Chair 

We would like to firstly thank all the members and participants of the Forum for their contributions 
and input over the last year.  We of course need more people to attend our meetings so that they 
can input into public consultations, discuss issues that matter most and help us build a strong 
community.   
 
By being better informed and working together, we can deal with some of the challenges that our 
community faces.  The Forum meetings act as a platform for discussion and debate and bring 
people together to help solve problems.  What matters most are the connections that are made 
and how, collectively, we work together outside of the meetings.   
 
Whilst we have only held four meetings since our last AGM, we have still managed to get 
through a lot of topics and issues.  We had a packed agenda in September and were 
delighted to welcome a group of young people from Chew Valley Secondary school who 
gave their views about transport issues, particularly access to transport to school, work and 
social activities.  We were also pleased to hear from SWAN Transport which offers a 
valuable service to local residents - many of their volunteers are often a lifeline to those 
needing help and support to access services or social activities.  Cllr Hilary Burn, Chair of 
the Parish Councils’ Airport Association (PCAA) and Councillor for Cleeve Parish Council 
also attended the meeting to give an update on the proposed expansion plans for Bristol 
Airport.  Cllr Shelford, Cabinet Member for Transport and Highways was accompanied by 
officers, Christine Warren and Gary Peacock to talk about the emerging draft Transport 
Strategy for the Chew Valley.  
 
In addition, the Forum hosted a number of key topics during the year, with updates on the 
Council’s Budget and the West of England Joint Spatial and Transport Study in November 2016.  
At the meeting in March 2017, we received an overview from the B&NES Sustainability Team on 
the initiatives being progressed across the district including a presentation from Bath and West 
Community Energy Company.   In July 2017 we welcomed the B&NES Clinical Commissioning 
Group, Virgin Care, Dementia Friendly Towns and Villages, and the Village Agents who reported 
on how they were supporting people’s health and wellbeing across our area.   
 
We have regular attendance from the Police at our meetings.  Whilst it is not always possible for 
them to attend, they do send an update report on local crime trends.  We have built a good 
relationship with the team and they have shared their contact details with Parish Councils so that 
issues can be reported directly to the Beat Managers or PCSOs.  They have recently undertaken 
a restructure which means they are now reverting back to the neighbourhood teams.  The Forum 
had previously expressed concern over the policing structures, so this change was extremely 
welcome news. 
 
As a Forum, we have continued to report our concerns to B&NES on highways matters including 
road closures and sportives.  The effects of these are often felt across the whole of the Chew 
Valley, having significant impact on local businesses and residents.   
 
We look forward to announcing the plans in early 2018 for the 50th Anniversary of the River 
Chew Flood in 2018.  This is a joint initiative between the Keynsham and Chew Valley Areas.   
 
At our November 2017, we will be introducing a new element to our agenda ‘Community 
Showcase’.  We hope this continues into 2018 and will encourage more community involvement 
with the Forum.  If you know of a community group that would like the opportunity to take part in a 
future showcase, please do get in touch. 
 
Staying connected is really important and our Communities Team, who also support the Forum, 
provide a series of monthly bulletins to share information about events, update on news, training 



and grants and funding programmes.  If you haven’t already signed up contact 
Alison_Wells@bathnes.gov.uk or you can download a copy of the latest bulletin from the 
Council’s Website: - http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/neighbourhoods-and-community-
safety/working-partnership/interagency-meetings. 
 
Below is a summary of our achievements highlighted against the priorities you have raised with 
us.  We want to ensure that the Forum continues to bring forward the issues that matter most to 
you, so please do let us know of any topics you would like to see at future meetings.   
 
Thank you again for your attendance and support during 2017.  Please help us by publicising the 
Forum, putting forward ideas for future agenda items and encouraging community organisations 
to come along and showcase the great work they do.  
 
We look forward to seeing you in 2018. 
 

Chris Head (Chair) and Tony Heaford (Vice Chair)   
 

You said We did 
      Engaging young people in Forum 
discussions, where appropriate.  

Young people from Chew Valley Secondary School 
were invited along to the September meeting.  
They had an opportunity to give their feedback on 
transport issues. 
 
Action: Continue to involve young people in 
future discussions.     
 

     Ensure the impact of development 
maintains the identity of villages and 
provides sufficient improvements to 
infrastructure.  

The Joint Spatial Plan and Joint Transport Study 
2016 – 2036 covers four local authority areas 
(B&NES; Bristol; North Somerset and South 
Gloucestershire).  It will mean a joint approach to 
strategic planning and transport issues.  The Forum 
received a presentation on the JSP in November 
2016 and a paper update in March 2017. 
 
Action: The Forums will receive a further update 
on the JSP in 2018. 
 
Action: The Forum to host a discussion on 
housing including sofa-surfing in 2018. 
 

      Influencing Transport Strategy taking 
account of:  health and wellbeing of those 
more isolated; improve connections to the 
main public transport routes for commuters; 
improve community transport provision to 
local services; provide safer routes for 
cycling and walking. 

A presentation was given to the Forum at their 
meeting in September, which presented the 
principles outlined in the emerging Chew Valley 
Transport Strategy.   
 
A consultation on the Chew Valley Transport 
Strategy was held on the 8th December 2017 at 
Chew Valley Secondary School.   
 

Action: The Forums will receive an update at a 
future meeting. 
 
Action: The Forums to be notified of any future 
consultations for the Bristol Airport expansion.   
 

 



 

You said We did 
      Impact of highways works on the 
communities around the Chew Valley 

The Forum has continued to raise a number of issues in 
relation to planned highways works in the Chew Valley 
particularly regarding early engagement and wider 
consultation.  Notification about weekly highways works 
have been circulated to All Parish Councils and Chambers 
of Commerce for the past year.  The Chair has continued 
to raise the issues with Highways officers and has reported 
back at the Joint Chairs and Vice Chairs’ meeting where 
other Forums shared similar issues.  The Forum discussed 
the impact of the Belluton Narrows’ road closure in March 
2017 and reported to B&NES Highways team about the 
Forum’s concerns. 
 
Action:  The Forum to continue to report on highways 
matters to the local authority.  Forum members are 
encouraged to highlight concerns.   
 

      Better understanding of the benefits 
and opportunities for environmental 
sustainability initiatives  
 

The Forum hosted a discussion from B&NES Corporate & 
Community Sustainability Team who gave a brief 
presentation about progress being made across the district 
on environmental sustainability.  The team co-ordinate the 
B&NES Environmental Sustainability Partnership (ESP) 
across Bath and North East Somerset.   In addition a 
presentation by Bath and West Community Energy 
Company was given.   
 
Action:  The Forum to be aware of new initiatives and 
opportunities available.   
 

      Improve access to services by 
offering more accessible ways to deliver 
services recognising the challenges of 
rural life and reducing inequality, isolation 
and loneliness 
 

A working group of interested parties was held at the end 
of 2016 into 2017, to develop the idea for a wider use of 
the Chew Valley Children’s Centre.  As a result the 
Village Agents now operate a regular ‘Wellness 
Wednesday’ event at the Centre. 
 
The Forum hosted a themed meeting in July around 
Health & Wellbeing with guest speakers from CCG and 
Virgin Care, Dementia Action Alliance, and the Village 
Agents.   
 
Action: The Forum to invite Virgin Care and other 
commissioned services to attend a future meeting. 
 

      Better Communication: especially 
between Police, Neighbourhood Watch 
and local residents. Provide a safe 
community by supporting campaigns and 
initiatives that reduce crime 

The Police attend all Forum meetings to report on local 
issues and concerns.  They provide a written report which 
is circulated to all Forum members.   Contact details for 
the local Beat Manager and PCSOs are shared with Parish 
Councils. 
 
Action: Continued involvement of the Police and other 
emergency services as appropriate to future meetings. 
 

 


